CHAPTER XV

Quarrels with Parliament

We may think of the Queen's reign as one of
unbounded triumphs, both over her foes abroad
and her enemies at home. Yet there is a change
going on under the surface which shows the
coming of l> shadow on this glory. Elizabeth was
a popular sovereign, but gradually Parliament
began to oppose her. The Tudors are reckoned to
have been " beneficent despots ", that is to say, they
governed with strong hands for the benefit of
their subjects, and they pleased their people. The
Stuarts coming^ after them are going to meet with
great storms; they will have no popularity, and
.they will come to open war with their subjects.
In tha*reiations of Elizabeth and her Parliament
we can see the first faint signs of what was to follow
when she was dead and gone.

Here again are tl^e two great forces which so
often lead to strife: religion and money. The
Crown and Parliament quarrelled over both, and
it was only Elizabeth's genius which kept the
peace in so far as it was kept. Men had not then
learnt to be tolerant* No deeply religious person
thought that anyone with different views should
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